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Dear Sir/Madam,  

 
NUS Geography Challenge 2020 – Creative Component 

 
Overview 
 
The Creative Component (CC) aims to encourage students to adopt a geographical perspective in 
their analyses of the world around them; students will apply important concepts (in particular - 
sustainability) to real-life settings beyond the classroom.  
 
In line with NUS GC2020’s theme “Operation Climate Change: Time for Action”, CC2020 
aims to highlight how individuals can play a part in combating climate change through an attempt 
at a sustainable lifestyle.  
 
In this component, students will be required to adopt sustainable practices, within their means, in 
a specific area for a week. These changes are to be documented and reflected upon in a poster. 
Here, we refer to the definition of ‘sustainability’ adapted from the 1987 Brundtland Report, as 
aiming to meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs.  
 
CC2020 will be held before the Preliminary Round (22 February 2020). Participation in the 
Creative Component is optional for teams. However, teams are strongly encouraged to participate 
in it as the scores from the Creative Component will be used as a “revival” chance for the top 5 
schools that do not qualify to the Semi-Finals via the Preliminary Round. The top few finalists will 
be determined through internal judging and will be awarded prizes. 
 
“Revival” Chance for 5 Schools 
 
The scores from the Creative Component will be used as a “revival” tool for 5 schools that do not 
qualify for the Semi-Finals via the Preliminary Round. This will be done in the process shown 
below:  
 

1. Schools that qualify for the Semi-Finals via the Preliminary Round will be removed from 
the ranking table.  

2. The remaining schools will form a new table using their scores. 
3. The schools ranked within the top 5 of this new ranking table will be given a chance at 

“revival” to participate in the Semi-Finals. 
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As such, in total, together with the schools that proceed to the Semi-Finals via the Preliminary 
Round, there will be a total of 45 Semi-Finalists participating in the Semi-Finals and the Geo-
Trail.  
 
Deliverables  
  
Students are required to submit a poster, according to the instructions below.  
 

Instructions  

1 Choose one area from the following where sustainable lifestyle changes can be made:   
A. Single-use items 
B. Food  
C. Water  
D. Fashion  

2 Undertake 3 to 5 concrete actions within a week based on your chosen area of 
lifestyle change. You may come up with your own creative ideas. 

3 Document these lifestyle changes with photos and captions. 
● You must include 3 to 5 original photos (refer to sample poster)  
● Each photo should have a caption that explains your concrete action (Maximum 

30 words per photo) 

4  Reflect on the lifestyle changes you have made, (Maximum 300 words*, to be included 
in the poster). You are encouraged to consider the following guiding questions: 

● What are some challenges faced undertaking these lifestyle changes?  
● Do you see yourself carrying out these practices in the long run?  
● How do these lifestyle changes contribute to a more sustainable world?  
● You are encouraged to bring in other geographical concepts (e.g. space, place, 

scale, physical and human processes, environmental and cultural diversity, 
interdependence) in your reflections. 

*The 300 words are not inclusive of the captions 
 
Any sources consulted and/or cited during the process of completing the poster needs to be credited 
in a separate reference list. There is no need to cite within the poster. The reference list should 
begin on a new document together with the team photo.  
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Marking Criteria 
 
Infographics will be marked based on the following criteria: 
 

1. Content (40%) 
- Students should highlight 3-5 lifestyle changes along with relevant photos and insightful 

reflections 
- Bonus marks will be awarded to those who can incorporate relevant geographical 

concepts such as space, place and scale etc. 
 

2. Creativity (40%) 
- Students should aim to include visually appealing and eye-catching aesthetics in their 

poster 
- Bonus marks will be awarded to students whose ideas are innovative and not commonly 

adopted  
 

3. Organisation (10%)  
- Students should ensure that the visuals are coherent and the flow of information is logical 

 
4. Language (10%) 
- Students should express their ideas clearly and concisely, ensuring little to no use of 

colloquial language.  
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    Sample Infographic 
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Submission Requirements 
 
Teams are to submit one zip file comprising two documents:  

1. Completed Infographic  (in PDF, 3508 x 4961 pixels, A2 [300 dpi])  
2. Separate word document containing the reference list and a team photo (Font: Times New 

Roman, Size: 12, Line Spacing: 1.5) 
 
All of the deliverables must be submitted between the time period of 2nd January 2020 to 7th 
February 2020, 5pm to nusgeographychallenge2020cc@gmail.com.  
 
Important:  
Please note that late submissions will not be entertained. Should any of the above not be adhered 
to, the team will be disqualified.  
 
Rules and Regulations 

1. Schools are responsible for ensuring that submissions in the email are valid, uncorrupted 
and readable. 
The Organising Committee reserves the right to award zero marks to any submission that 
fails to comply with this rule as it will be assumed that the school has chosen not to 
participate in the Creative Component. 

2. The content of the submission must be in English. The use of any other language(s) must 
be accompanied by English translations. 

3. The submission must not contain any materials related to violence and nudity, as well as 
profanity and images that may be deemed offensive or disturbing to the audience. 

4. The submission should be the result of the participants’ own efforts only. Teams that are 
found to have sought professional/external help will be disqualified. 

5. All information and photos used in the poster have to be acknowledged in the references. 
6. Teams are to omit any information that reveals their school identity or their names on the 

poster. 
7. The deadline for submission is to be strictly adhered to. Late entries will be disqualified. 
8. The winning entries will be selected by a panel of judges from the NUS Geography 

Department and the Organising Committee of the NUS Geography Challenge 2020. The 
judges’ decision is final and no appeals for review of results will be entertained. 
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Contact Details 
Should you have any queries, please feel free to contact us at 
nusgeographychallenge2020cc@gmail.com 
 
Alternatively, you can visit our official Facebook page (NUS Geography Challenge) for updates. 
You can also check out our blog at www.nusgeographychallenge.wordpress.com and follow us for 
more updates. 
 
Thank you and we wish you all the best! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Yeo Rui Ting Beatrice (Miss) 
Ong Yong En (Miss) 
 
Creative Component In-Charge 
On behalf of the Creative Component Committee NUS Geography Challenge 2020 
 
 


